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During his acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo (Norway) on Dec. 10, Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias urged the superpowers to leave the interpretation and implementation of
the regional peace plan to Central Americans, and "send our people plowshares instead of swords,
pruning hooks instead of spears." While not mentioning the US and the Soviet Union by name, his
meaning was clear: "If they, for their own purposes, cannot refrain from amassing the weapons of
war, then, in the name of God, at least they should leave us in peace." Arias declared that the peace
accord's main premise is not peace to be followed "someday" by political progress. Instead, he said,
it promised "peace and democracy, together, indivisible, an end to the shedding of human blood,
which is inseparable from an end to the suppression of human rights." * On Dec. 9, Arias urged the
US Congress to resist the Reagan administration and deny additional aid to the contras including
"non-lethal" assistance. He declared, "If we really want to reach peace in the region, we should
give no more excuses to anyone." During a news conference after arriving in Oslo, Arias said that
the US-financed and supported contras were "the main problem and not the solution" to realizing
the goals of the regional peace accord. He said, "I've been asking Mr. Reagan in Washington that
he should stop all economic support to the contras...As long as there is that aggression, you cannot
ask Nicaragua to democratize." The Costa Rican leader asserted that the question of whether the
accord will terminate violence in the region depends less on the five signatory nations, and more on
whether the US, Soviet Union and Cuba cooperate. According to Arias, both the Nicaraguan contras
and the Salvadoran rebels have thus far made unrealistic demands. "They asked for too much in
order to give concessions later on." For Arias, the first priority should be a cease-fire until Jan. 16,
or the end of a meeting of the five regional presidents. The Costa Rican leader confirmed that he
intended to use the Nobel award of $340,000 to form a foundation for aiding the Costa Rican poor.
* On Dec. 7 at a press conference in New York, enroute to Norway, Arias said that with sufficient
flexibility and good will "we can bury dogmatism" and thereby realize a truce during the Christmas
holidays. He stated that the major obstacle toward implementing the peace accord was the "absence
of flexibility" on the part of those involved in negotiating cease-fires in Nicaragua, El Salvador and
Guatemala. "Without a cease- fire, it would be difficult to proceed with the rest of the Guatemala
recommendations, such as amnesty, suspending aid to rebel forces, and the prohibition against
using national territories by rebel forces against legitimate governments. Next, Arias stated that
success of the regional peace accord requires the support of Cuban President Fidel Castro. "Castro
has the necessary political authority necessary to convince the Salvadoran rebel leaders that they
must accept cease-fire, and amnesty, and that they must gradually incorporate themselves into
political life." (Basic data from several sources, including AFP, 11/07/87; New York Times, 12/10/87,
12/11/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

